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New Church Being Erect
ed At A Cost Of
$12,000
Rehobeth Methodist church, three
miles northeast of Lattlmore, Sun
day will combine aimual memorial
exercises with a cornerstone-laying
program. The Rev. T.' H. Swofford,
pastor, will be the speaker at spe
cial exercises planned for 11 o'
clock Sunday morning at the new
$13,000 which is nearing comple
tion.
Histoi-y of the church is interest
ing. About the year 1830 a log
church was erected in a field, and
was called "Duncan's Old Field."
The church was called by this
name for about 30 years when the
name Rehobeth Was chosen. This
log church was a small building,
with no shutters for the doors and
windows. The pews were made by
splitting logs and then placing
supports under the half-log. Dur
ing the winter months the cattle
and sheep roaming the woods made
themselves at home in the church.
A great part of these early years
the minister was from the neighbor
ing state of South Carolina. The
Rev. Abel Hoyle was pastor In 1837-
38. The next record was of the
pastorate of Rev. A. J. Thompson
1859-60, Rev. A. W. Avant 1862.
During this period Rev. S. D. Peel
er and Rev. G. W. Ivey were pas
tors. Adam Elliott, a, local preach
er, preached often at Rehobeth
during the decade 1850-60. Robert
Ledford, another local preacher,
supplied at a much later date, pro
bably 1870-80.
In 1844 when the Methodist
Episcopal Church was divided, Re
hobeth Joined with the other
churches in forming the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. For 95
years Rehobeth was faithful In her
obligations to the branch of Meth
odism, and gladly reunited with
the Methodist Protestants and
Methodist Episcopal Churches in
the formation of the Methodist
Church.
Post-War Troubles
At the close of the Civil War the
log church was in a run-down con
dition. Efforts were made to get a
new building that resulted in a
new frame church being built sev
eral hundred yards west of the log
chttreh in what is now the ceme
tery. Some of the ministers who
preached in this church were as
follows: Erwln 1874, Bibb 1875,
White 1877, Jim Carpenter 1878, M.
D. Giles 1880, J. S. Nelson 1881, J.
P. England, 1885, W. J. Lowder 1886,
A. M. Lowe 1890, S. S. Gasque
Joe A. Cook, 1894, J. H. Bradley
1895, J. D. Bute 1896, Joe A. Cook
1898, R. M. Hoyle 1901, W. J. Clegg.
A new buUding was built in the
fall of 1902 and spring of 1903.
This building was only a few feet
east of the one built in 1871. This
served as church for 37 years and
much of the timber used in the
new church ,built in 1940 came from
the old church. Pastors serving
this church from 1905-40 were as
follows: J. W. Ingle, li. P. Waters,
W. M. Boring, J. W. Strider, S. M.
Davis, C. R. Canipe, F. H. Price,
S. T. Cordell, E. M, Avett, S. M.
Needham, G. W. Williams, J. M.
Barber, J. S. Gibbs, Van B. Harri
son, T. H. Swofford.
On Sunday, August 6, 1939, at
the close of a series of revival ser
vices, a committee was elected by
the congregation and authorized to
proceed with plans for the building
of a new church. The building-
committee was composed of L. G.
Grigg, chairman, L. Z. Grigg, treas
urer and Sam Crawley.
Julius Spurling donated to the
church a plot of ground across the
highway from the cemetery for a
building site. H. N. Haines, archi
tect of the Duke Endowment, -was
employed to draw the plans for the
church. Actual' construction got
under way January 1, 1940.
